
 

Hopi Symbol of the Emergence:  
The Mother Earth Symbol* 
 
 The center line at the entrance is directly connected 
with the maze, and the center of the cross it forms 
symbolizes the Sun Father, the giver of life. Within the 
maze, lines end at four points. All the lines and 
passages within the maze form the universal plan of 
the Creator which man must follow on his Road of Life; 
and the four points represent the cardinal or directional 

points embraced within this universal plan of life. "Double security" or rebirth to 
one who follows the plan is guaranteed, as shown by the same enfoldment of the 
child by the mother. The additional meaning this circular type offers is that it also 
symbolizes the concentric boundaries of the land traditionally claimed by the Hopis, 
who have secret shrines planted along them. During Wuwuchim and other 
ceremonies the priests make four circuits around the village to reclaim this earth 
ceremonially in accordance with the universal plan. 
 
*Extracted from Book of The Hopi by Frank Waters. 
 


